
Speakers’ Biographies

1. Stephanie Holt is a lecturer in social work, Director of the Masters in Social Work Programme and also Director of Teaching and Learning (Postgraduate) in the School of Social Work & Social Policy, Trinity College Dublin. Prior to her current academic post she worked as a community care social worker and co-ordinated a Family Support Service in the South Western Area Health Board.  Her academic and research interests include domestic violence, intimate partner homicide, child contact, child care & family support, and research methods.  She completed the M.Sc. in Child Protection and Welfare in 2000 and her Doctoral research concerned children’s experiences of post separation contact with domestically abusive fathers. Contact details: sholt@tcd.ie
2. Marguerite Woods is Assistant Professor, Social Studies in the School of Social Work and Social Policy, Trinity College Dublin, where she teaches on a range of undergraduate, postgraduate degree and diploma programmes. For the past fourteen years, she was the Course Coordinator of the Diploma in Addiction Studies. From 1991 – 1997 she was Director of the Ana Liffey Drug Project in Dublin, where she proposed a project specifically concerned with the needs and welfare of the children of drug-using parents.  Her research interests include drugs, HIV and alcohol policy issues; alcohol and drug interventions and practice; community issues; gender issues; women's drug use; motherhood and drug use and the needs of drug-using parents and their children.

3. Colm Dempsey is free-lance Consultant and Trainer in Human and Children’s Rights in the area of violence against women & children. He uses his knowledge around the complex issues emanates from his personal and professional experiences as a former Garda, and further enhanced from continuous professional development, academic qualifications and ongoing analysis of good practice from around the world. He has attended at the world-renowned Duluth Domestic Abuse Intervention Project, Minnesota, US undertaking a course entitled “Assessing your Domestic Violence Intervention System: Conducting a Safety and Accountability Audit”.  He graduated from the University of Teesside, UK in 2001 he received a Certificate in Professional Policing (Domestic Violence). In 2003, he completed a MSc Masters Justice in Society researching “Domestic Violence and the Police : Perceptions and Expectations of Victims of Domestic Violence“. In 2008, he graduated with a Masters in Advanced Studies in Children’s Rights from the University of Fribourg, Switzerland where his innovative research was entitled ““Children, Young People & The Effects of Domestic Abuse: What are the influences or implications of the Convention on the Rights of the Child?”. He has commenced doctorate studies at Queens University Belfast where his research shall be a continuance of his Masters Studies in the area of Children, Young People and Domestic Abuse.


He is the Coordinator of the “Violence against Women 365 International Poster 
Exhibition” which first premiered in Dundalk, County Louth in January, 2004 and has   

            appeared in 12 countries so far.

4. Nicky Stanley is Professor of Social Work at the University of Central Lancashire.  She researches in the areas of domestic violence, child protection, young people’s and parents’ mental health and interprofessional work.  Recent research includes a NSPCC funded study of the service response to children experiencing domestic violence, the national evaluation of social work practice pilots and an evaluation of a service for perpetrators of domestic violence. She has recently published a research review on children’s experiences of domestic violence and has co-edited books on domestic violence and child protection, inquiries in health and social care, students’ mental health needs and institutional abuse. A trained social worker, Nicky practiced in a range of settings in England and Scotland before moving into research. 
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