Childminding in focus!  
When was Childminding Ireland, the National Childminding Association of Ireland, set up?
Childminding Ireland was set up 1985 and continues to provide guidance, advice and group insurance to home-based Childminders and Nannies and also helps parents to find a local Childminding place with a Registered Childminder. 
 What is Childminding Ireland’s remit?
Childminding Ireland is funded by the Dept. and represents Childminders at all relevant national and county bodies.
Childminders Registered with Childminding Ireland: 
· Are committed to providing a quality Childcare service 

· Are self-employed, working in their own homes 

· Have clearance from their GP 

· Are insured to provide a Childminding service 

· Mind up to 5 pre school children and or school-age children
Why Choose Childminding?
Childminding is the traditional model of day-care in Ireland. For decades this method has ensured the economic survival of two families. Research shows children benefit from the small-group family setting, with continuity of care from one person - often from infancy through to school age.  Like most families, the minded children vary in age which promotes empathy rather than competition for attention and resources. A family home, with regular outings, provides children with the opportunity to experience the world in a real way. They get to know their locality and interact there with the local community with positive outcomes for their social development and consolidating their sense of belonging.  Minded Children often develop lasting friendships with the Childminding family and other minded children.

Parents benefit from the flexible, individually tailored childcare arrangement which changes over time as the child grows. Childminding offers the opportunity for close communication with the person who has sole responsibility for the child during the Childminding hours enabling true partnership between the Childminder and the parents which yields the best outcome for Children.
Parents needs are met by the flexibility, consistency and close communication with the Childminder. 

How to find a Childminder:
Childminding Ireland offers a vacancy matching service and advice to parents free of charge. For more information please call our helpline on  01 2878466.

Does Childminding Ireland inspect or vet Childminders?

No, Childminding Ireland is a voluntary organisation and does not have an inspection remit.  Inspection in undertaken by the HSE when notification is required (see below). 
How many children should a Childminder mind?

A Childminder can mind up to 5 pre school children.  The HSE must be notified on the 4th minded, (un-related), pre-school child.  Once notified the Childminding service will be inspected by the HSE. 
What should I look for when choosing a Childminder?

Arrange to visit the Childminder in her own home, ideally when there are children there so you can see if the atmosphere is happy and busy and interactions are positive. Ask to look over the house, noting the facilities and resources available to the children. Have a look at the toys, books and equipment to make sure they are safe and stage-appropriate.  If you believe that the Childminder in her home is the right place for your child, arrange a second visit or meeting, when there are no children around, to discuss contractual details.  This is the time to ask lots of questions, i.e. what childcare and other experience has the Childminder got? Is she insured? What is her training /first aid/experience? Why did she decide to become a Childminder? What are the fees and other terms and conditions etc.  References are essential, get at least two and follow them up!. 
How does a Registered Childminder differ from others? 

A Childminder who is registered with Childminding Ireland will be notified to the HSE or Childminder Advisory Service in the County Childcare Committee or will have clearance from her family doctor, will hold childminding insurance and will be well informed and up to date with current best practice in childcare. 
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